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one's mind, doubt might well arise in any considera-
tion of Evelyn's longest and most important pane-
gyric, amounting to a biography which he composed
as a tribute to the memory of the maid of honour,
Margaret Blagge, afterwards Mrs. Godolphin. But
again here we may turn to Mrs. Evelyn for guidance,
and this time we find an endorsement of her hus-
band's good opinion, or rather her persuasion of her
husband to an admiration for which he was at first
very much disinclined.
The Life of Mrs. Godolphin has narrative as well as
eulogy in it and, indeed, amounts to a seventeenth-
century biography. But we must remember in
criticising it that the author left it among the
manuscripts described as "Things I would write out
fair and reform if I had the leisure."
Nevertheless it is very carefully and neatly written
out in the form of an Epistle to Lady Siivius. This
lady was Anne Howard, whose sister was a maid of
honour to the Queen with Margaret Blagge. She
married Sir Gabriel Siivius, Hoffmaester to the
Prince of Orange. Evelyn was specially fond of the
letter form in writing. It relieved him of the restric-
tions which a more formal framework would impose
on him.
There is beauty in his Song of Praise, but since a
panegyric must be more or less undiscriminating, it
often becomes difficult to decide what real amount of
credit is due to the subject of the eulogy. People who
never censure, blame or criticise receive a reputation
for good nature. But they deprive themselves of